
Each month, a Broomfield Master Gardener profiles one of the xeric plants in the Demonstration Garden located 
just east of the City and County Building. If you've strolled through the garden, you know it's a beautiful, relaxing 
spot to take a break, eat lunch, or get some water-wise ideas for your own yard. Special thanks to the Master 
Gardener volunteers and Parks employees for their hard work in maintaining this hidden gem! 

 
 January 2020 Xeric Plant: 

Yarrow Achillea sp. 
 

By Linda Brotman-Evans, Broomfield Master Gardener Apprentice 

 
Yarrow, a member of the Aster family, is a colorful, 
perennial group of plants. The Latin name Achillea is 
thought to reference Achilles of Troy, an early botanist 
who used yarrow to treat his wounded soldiers.  

Once established from seeds (or healthy, mature plants), 
Yarrow grows well in full sun and well-drained soil, 
especially if the soil is not the best quality. Many varieties 
are available in various shades from white and lilac, to 
yellow, orange, and red. Best of all, yarrow is virtually pest 
and disease free and tolerant of drought, salt, and cold. 

You can sow seeds and plants directly into the garden or 
containers in early spring after the last frost. Yarrow is not 
time consuming, but rather a carefree and generous 

bloomer. Plants and seeds are readily available whether they are natives, heirlooms, or hybrids 
because Yarrow is a vigorous grower. Blooms look like an array of umbrella shaped, colored clusters 
with dozens of tiny flowers. Leaves may be hairy, leather-like, or ferny, but all yarrow leaves give off an 
aromatic scent. 

Depending on your garden needs, yarrow can be selected by growth habit, 
including dwarf, compact, and tall. Beautiful color varieties can be paired to 
make dramatic statements in your garden. As Paprika Yarrow (Achillea 
millefolium ‘Paprika’) ages, watch the flowers take on different hues. They start 
as red, and turn salmon, cream, then brown. In Broomfield’s Demonstration 
Garden, you can find Paprika Yarrow in the Sensory Garden, and compare 
with other varieties like Moonshine Yarrow in the Border Garden, Credo 
Yarrow in Grandma’s Garden, and Native Yarrow (Achilllea lanulosa) in the 
Prairie Garden. 

If you deadhead throughout the season, you’ll prolong 
flowering. Leave the last round of blooms standing for 
winter interest. Make space for spreading by rhizomes, 
which may require dividing them infrequently over time. 
Other than that, yarrow is a low-maintenance and water-
wise choice for Front Range gardens. Enjoy long-lasting, 
beautiful yarrow planted outside in the garden, or inside as 
exceptional cut flowers.  

AT A GLANCE 
Common Name Yarrow 
Scientific Name Achillea sp. 

Height  4” – 24” 
Width 12”-24” 
Hardiness USDA zones 3-9 
Sun  Full sun 
Bloom Time Early summer to early fall 


